
SUNSHINE PERIOD 
k e c i n  V a r t i n ,  

I f you real ly inher i ted y o u r  views f r o m  y o u r  fa ther  and  h is  smal l  
business then you  should have some sor t  o f  a n  idea o f  how to  run a 
business fa i r l y  and equally. Apparent ly  you  have let  y o u r  ego get the  
best o f  you. W h a t  you  have done i s  create a n igh tmare  and  a mess. You  
really should no t  he incolved in any th ing  other  than cafeteria a n d  
p a r k i n g  issues. \'ou don ' t  have a clue about f a i r  compet i t ion rules and  
how they should work.  

I hope you  a re  neker appointed Cha i rman  o f  the FCC o r  any th ing  else 
f o r  tha t  matter.  Y o u  a re  a disappointment to the  responsibi l i ty t ha t  was 
given you. 1 o u r  actions a re  a l o t  l i ke  Bill Clinton's. I only hope tha t  the 
n igh tmare  tha t  you  have yoursel f  created haunts you  f o r  the rest o f  y o u r  
career. With what  you have done, i t  should be a shor t  one! 
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F<X' member not afraid of dissent Republican beat chief Powell in game 4 

4 s  riici;iI ISSIICS shook llic Unitcrsi lh or Nor111 C;iroliria-Clinpcl Hil l caiiipus i n  l l ic lnle II)XOs. K w i n  Marlill ran for sliidcnl 
wcli ruii-of-ihc-iiiill concerns as careicri;i :ind parking prohlciiis. Hc won 

L;izl ucck .  Mafliri~ i i  Kcpubliiiiii Pcdci~al C'onii i i lr i i icallons Coininissioii iiiciiibcr. ralllcd i l i e  telcconiiiiuiiicalions norld b? si 
pockclbook issiics i i i  :I raiicorous d c b m  o\cr plioiic compcl i i~o~i  nilcs Marliii's deal with two Democrats sank Republican C 
Po\\cll's pl;iii lo dcrcgiilalc l l ic  rcSional Bclls. 

Tlic pl.iii. colisunicr iidwciires rciircd. a o d d  Iinvc cllokcd ofT local phone coinpelitioii and raised pnccs bq lifting llie Bells' o 
ilicir iiduorks i o  I n i i l s  a i  sharp discoimis Rep Bill) Tiiu/,in. R-L;i . ciillcd Manill a "renegade Republican." Powcll said ilic 
iiiipropcrl! ceded ;iiilhonl\ l o  Ihc pro-coiiipclilioii slalcs. 

YCI c\pcrih s;i! Marliii's v i c ~ o n  undcrscorcs h i s  pdi l ic ; i l  s:i\\'y Aiid il posilions l i i in lo again play a pi\.oial role I h i s  spring 
coiisidcrs c;ising CAPS lo le1 big nicdia coinp;inics gel bigger 

Po\\cl l  and Rcpublicari Coiiiiiiissioiier Kiillilccii Abcriiatliy arc c\pcctcd Io back the dcrcgul;ilion. \vIi icIi ins? scI broad rules 
b!-c:isc aii; i l?sis 01 mcrgcrs Mail! c\pccl Dciiiocrals Joiia1ti;in Adclslcin and Mich;iel Copps io disscni. "I lliink Martin I S  111 
>!!iiig \ole ;iyiii." s a \ s  I.cgg Mason ; i i ia lys~ Blair Lcbiii 

4 bo>isli-lookiiig jO-?c;ir-old \+iIli sand!-blorid hair ;aid H x r )  Poller-sldc glasscs. Martin for inonllis has opposed Powell o 
issues He issiicd i i  17-piigc dissent ~ i l l i  '97 loolnoics on a siilclli lc iiialicr. Marlin IS coni~orlablc spliliiiig froin Powcll. FCC 
bccausc o l h l s  l ies lo 11ic While House. He \ $ a s  :I liciiiciiaiii in Gcorgc Biish'sprcsidcntial campaign anda Bush econoinic ;id 
C;ilhcriiie~ i s  Vicc Prcsidciir C l i c n c ~ ' ~  cli icl public amairs slralcgisl. 

Soine FCC insiders s i p  Marlin's dissents spring froin a dcsirc 10 piil h i s  stamp on Ihe agency and eventually become cliainna 
abandoiicd his bclids iii  ihc photic dcbaw IO guard Bush from backlash over rising phone rates iii !he iicxl elcclion Martin 1' 

coiiii i iciil Biit pcoplc close IO him sii! his  sI;inccs arc roolcd in ;I sirong bclicf in  states' rights and consiiincr wclfarc 

PriwIcl \ .  lobbyisis ;ind rrlciids describc Marlin ;LS 3 coufl1\ Soutlicriicr -- genial. down-lo-aflh and slraiglilfomard. "He'll a 
kiiou \ \ l iere tic'\ ai." sa\s ATKrTs Robcrl @inn 

Riiiscd iii i i  Iiny rural l ou i i  iic;ir Charlollc. Marlin I h s  siiid l ie inlieriled l i is  rrec-marker vic\as froin his rather. :i small biisiiie 
gcuinp ii Hiinard I;iu dcgrcc. lie joined ii higli-powered Washinglon la\\ firm lhcn bccamc an aide to ronncr FCC coininiss 
F~urcliigoil-Roll>. also hiionii Tor 111s brash disseiils 

111 I W ~ ~  IIC diiclicd 1115 carccr IO niovc tu Tc\;is and joiii Biish's Ilicn-long-shol campaign "That siilpriscd a lo1 oT(1is)." says 
rricnd Wlicii l l ic Florida recount pi11 llic oiilcoiiie i n  doubt. Mar t in  Icn Tor Miami so quickl? Iic didn'l pack a bag. Working I 
I I C  could hc seen on TV pcering over b;illol counters 

Biisli iioiiiiiliilcd hlarl i i i  lo l l ic FCC iii .4pril 20(11 "EVCI? once in ; i ~ I i i I c ,  I i i i i ss  llie excilciiiciil (of l l i e  c;inipaigi$" Martin 
iiiagii/.iiic "But the coininission has 101s of responsibilil! " 
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Wires crossed at FCC 

Polilic< i r~ i~ i i ip l icd o\cr  good ~pol ic\  iil  l l ic I-'cdcr;il 
~ o i i i i i i i i i i i i . i I ~ o i i s  ( ' ~ w i i i i i s s i o i i  ( P U - 1  TIii~i,~d;i!. \\ l icii :I iiio.jori~! or 
c o ~ i i ~ i ~ ~ ~ s i o ~ ~ c r s  brokc riiriks \i 110 C1i:iiriii;iii b1icli;icl I'oncll \\ liilc 
! "Iiiig o i i  iic!~ rc~i i l ; i i ioi is lor loc;il Iclcplioiic conip:in~cs Mr 
Pinte l l  Ii;id u i i i i l cd  l l ic FCC Io cli:iiigc tlic r~i lcs.  biil Iic wiis 
o i i i~ i i ; i~~c i i !~c icd  h\ Coiniiiissioiicr he\ iii M;irliii. i i  reello\! 
R~piibliciii i uliosc on11 pl:iii go1 l l ic  siippori oTIno Dciiiocraiic 
cwiiiiiissioncrs Tlic rcsu11 01 ~ l i i s ~ ~ ~ c k c ~ i r i g  or egos :ind ;!gelidas 
nil1 bc p;ir;il!sis. because the plan lhal M r  Manin Kr Co. approvcd 
\\ill gciicr;irc ii flu? olcoun ch;illcnyes ;iround Ihe county aiid 
SI! niie regulaioy rcforni. 

On the briglilcr side. l l i c  F K  did spciik nil11 oiic voice oii 

broadbald. or Iiigli-spccd lnlcriici M r  l ' o ~ c l l  M r  Mvirliii and 
oilicr coiiiiiiishioiicr< siippnrlctl dropping ii rcqiiirciiiciii 011 l l ic Biib! 
Bdls lo Iciisc oiii l l i c i r  lihcr-optic c;iblcs Tor bro;idb;irid i o  
conipclilors 

~ii;irhcl Uiidcr hrlr Po\\cll'n plaii. l l ic FCC \\auld Ii;i\c dropped i i  

r e i j i ~ ~ r c ~ i ~ c i i ~  011 IIIC B;ib! Rclls 10 Ic:isc 0111. iil go\'criiiiiciil scl aiid 
bclou iiiiirkcl prices. piirl or ~ I i c i r  ~ccliiiolog~c;il iiirriisiriiclurc lo 
rntilr Mr Poucll iirgcd c o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i i s s ~ o ~ ~ c r s  io SCI ;I rcdcral riilc rrccing 
ilic Bob! Bells rroiii li;i\iiig lo  Iciisc oiil IIicir s\\IlcIics. k n o w  ;is l l ie  
briiiiis 01 i l ic icIcc~ii i i i i i i i i ic:i l ini i~ i iciuork 

"Lr Miinin. 011 ~ l i c  other Ii;iiid. proposed Icliing sliilcs dccidc 
~1i;i i  rules Tor l l ic lociil 1~lioiic coiiipiiiiics rliould be Mr Manin's 
p l i i i i  prc\iiilcd And since Ilic FCC. ai  Mr. Martin's bidding. h l e d  
io  rela\ lcderal regulations. rules 011 lc1ccoiiiiiiiinic;nion rcgiilalions 
\\ill bc h u g h i  ou1 111 sraic courls iiroiiiid llic couiilr). Man) otllicse 
e;ijcs \\ill i l ic i i  be licard b j  l l ic 1 2  rcderiil co i~n orappeds mid. 
l ina l ly .  ill ihc Suprciiic Courl rlie rcsii l l  \ h i l l  bc a regiilalory 
p : i~ i l ys i s  Tor scvcrill years 

lciising rcqiiircincii~s oii l l ic B;ib! Hclls \ w i l d  rci in igoralc l l ie  
iiidusip :IS ;I \\ODIC ;ind gi\c coi i ipi i i ics ncu inccniivcs Io dcvclop 
iicu iccliiiologics iiiid iiiodcriiim c\islii ig ones Bill l l ic Wliilc 
Hoiisc. \IC li;i!c liciird. lcarcd lliiil dcrcgiil:ilioii noiild C;IIISC il sliorl- 
icriii rise 111  loci11 Iclcphonc raks ~~ rig111 i n  ~ i i i i c  h r  ~ l i c  2004 
clcctioiis 50 Mr. Marlin. who campaigned For Prcsidcnl Bush and 
\\liosc uik is Vicc Prcsidcnl Dick Chene?'s cliicrpublic amairs 
rlr:iicgis~. coii\iiiccd ihe FCC lo do whal was bcsl Tor the Whilc 
House. rallicr tliiin l l ic indust?. Bui c \ c i i l i a l l y .  Ilic Biib! Bells \\ill 
prci;iil. bccausc Ihc courts. firs1 llic Fiiprciiic Coiiri iii IW) and 
i l i c i i  i l ic D.C Couri o f  Appeals i n  b1;i). I i i l \c yciicrall~ riilcd iii 

Biii ilic! sigii i f ic;i i i~l~ disii.crccd oii nilcs Cor l l ic  lociil Iclcplioiic 

,And iliiil iippiircii~l!. i s \ + l i ; i ~  l l ic Wliirc House uaritcd Keliiyiiig 

or oTdcrcpulaiioii~ pursiianl lo llic I996 ~cIcco~i~~~~~~~~ic;ilioiis XI 
Iii lcrins oibrondb:iiid. llic t C C  ;ippc:irs i o  Ii;nc doiic l l ic riglil 

il i i i ig b! dcciding 11i;iI ll ic Dah! Bcllr tioiild 110 loiigcr be rcqiiircd 
io I c m  0111 iiiodcrii fiber-oplic iccliriolog! Tor broiidboiid s c n ~ c c  
rliis iiio\ c h!, ilic FCC \\;is o~crdiic Ciiblc coiiip;iriics control abour 
00 pcrcciil o f  IIic hroadbiiiid iii;irkcl. itrid Ihc! Ii;i\c iniruscd l l ic i r  
d o i ~ i i ~ ~ i i i i c c  b! hccoiniii:: ll ic g;iickccpcrs 1 0  llic ur i i~ i i l  uorld. 
l i i i i i i i i ig r i i rkrs ~ C C C S F  io ccrkiiii \Vcb SIICS 

Bill Ilic K C ' S  Taihirc to dcreyiilaic llic local lclcphonc indusln 
'11 l l ic rcdcral lc!el rcflccls a ibcnkness in ltic Whilc House's policy 

I I N ~  :iwv \ I  \ t ; i s n r i i i i c s . c o ~ i i ~ o p - e a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , r ~ ~ - ~ ,  -03 I I ~n iiiiii 



shop. .~pparci i~i! .  IIK? rack ilaviscrs ciperl enougii IO convey [lie 
polic! shon hlls oT;i poli1ic:ill~ c\pcdicnl argi~iiiciil 


